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A LIBRARIAN LOOKS AT THE LEGISLATURE 


By 
Mabel Jackson 


The 1947 legislature, was, as predicted, a do-little legislature and 
it onus into history with a record of limited accomplishment. It gave the 
territory its highest budget and highest tax schedule in history, but it did 
very little for its libraries except cut their budgets. A number of bills 
were introduced establishing or enlarging branch libraries, but as far as I have 
been able to determine none were passed. In addition, there were some changes 
made in salaries and retirement which affect those of us who are under civil 
service. And all of us will, probably about the time this reaches your hands, 
be getting up earlier to go to work as a result of HB 312 which moves our clocks 

forward half an hour on June 8the 


Among the dozen or more bills which were introduced, appropriating 
money for branch libraries, Kauai seems to have the greatest number. Two were 
for Waimea - one for $125,000, the other for $141,500. There were also two for 
Hanapepe = one for $29,000, the othor for $48,000. A fifth bill allotted 
$25,000 for a branch at Kapan, Kauai.e JR 15, which did pass and was signed, 
directed the Commissioner of Public Lands to acquire land as a site for the 
Waimea branche Hawaii county legislators asked for three branch libraries « 
$65,000 for Kanaueue, South Kona; $20,000 for Holualoa, North Kona; and $30,000 
for Pahala and Naalehu,. 


The Library of Hawaii requestod $15,000 for an addition to the 
Wahiawa branch, and $10,000 for books and equipment for the new Kalihi branch 
still to be built. An interesting sidelight on legislative acumen was the 
introduction of a bill which authorized the Board of Trustees of the Library 
of Hawaii to move the Public Library at Vineyard and Houghtailing strects in 
Honolulu into a building on the Farrington High School grounds, and appropriating 
a blank sum of money for the purposee If there had been such a branch - which 
there is not = and if the bill had passed, wouldn't it have been fun for us 
to spend all that Blank Money! “Another bill lost in the struggle was a request 
for a change in name from the old Honolulu Library and Reading Room Association 
to the Friends of the Library, since the new organization has taken over all 
the funds and functions of the old association. 





All-important to most of us in these days of rising prices was HB 132, 

signed by the governor, which incorporates the {45 bonus into the basic pay 

of all torritorial employees, and in addition grants a bonus of $48 a month 

to teachers and $25 a month to all other territorial employeese In addition, 

SJ 19 set aside a fund of $25,000 and created a seven man commission to study 
the compensation and classification of all territorial and county employees. 
This was passed and signed by the governor and the results of such a survey 
should help to make a more balanced salary schedule for the future. 
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A LIBRARIAN LOOKS AT THE LEGISLATURE = Contes 


The so-called freeze clause of the Territorial retirement system was 
removed this year, and under SB 10 it is now possible for anyone leaving terri- 
torial employment to withdraw his funds at any time. HB 720, which also became 
a law, authorized retirement on a voluntary basis at 55, which lowerg the 
present minimum by five yearse It also permits the @uployes to select any fivo 
continuous years of employment on which to base his pension from the system. 

At present the last five years preceding retirement are used. 


At lecst five bills attompting to inaugurate the five-day eight-hour 
week for territorial offices were introduced, but none passed. A number of 
bills attempting to change the form and authority of the Civil Service com- 
mission were introduced, and there wme a move to compel heads of departments 
to choose from the three highest names on the eligible list when making appoint- 
monts e 


Probably the most harmful bill of all, as far as librarians are con- 
cerned, was HB 303. It provided that no one should be employed by the territory, 
city, or county, or by any board, or receive any license who had not been 
coutinuously a resident in the territory for three years, and no person who 
at the time of his employment did not possess residential qualifications. Which 
would, I imagine, automatically put a good many HLA members out of a jobe Maybe 
i5%s a good thing the legislature didn't have time to get anything more donol 





8000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


THE SPRING MEETING 


The Hawaii Library Association's annual spring meeting was held on 
Saturday, March 22. The afternoon sessions were held on the Punahou campus, 
with the section meetings in Cooke Library and the genoral meeting in Montague 
hall. Mr. Hutchens, nanager of Brentano's book store discussed the forth- 
coming books of 1947, ond Mrs. Chester R. Frowe gave an interesting talk of 
"Alice". The business meeting was held at this time and the following officers 
were elected: President, Miss Priscilla M. Griffey; Vice-presidont, Mrs. Mabel 
Jackson; Secretary, Miss Frances Hurd; Treasurer, Miss Euphie G.M. Shields; 
Member-at-large, Mf®e Ann Pfaender. Miss Eva Boyd is the hold-over Member-at- 
largce 


The dinner meeting was held at the AAUW clubhouse. Dr. James 
Shoomaker, professor of economics and business at the University of Hawaii, 
aid also in charge of the Hawaii labor gurvoy, and recently returned from a 
government mission to Korea, spoke on the general situation in the Far East. 


Both secsions were well attended, but it is hoped that even a greater 
percentage of the membership will be able to attend the Fall neetinge 
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LOWER IN THE SCALE. From the April 1, 1947 Library Journal p.e517. 

Next in annoyance to the outright disappearance of books, is the 
practice of too large a percentage of our public of trying to correct the 
author's language, facts and opinions. The "o-fillers" whom we mentioned 
last year are bad enough with their fly-speck emendations. The scholar (7?) 
who with heavy pencil or flowing pen helps rewrite the text, or expresses 
his digust by means of question mark and exclamation point, is degrees lower 
in the scale of library abominations. But the bottom is reached by the clever 
reader who cxtracts leaves here and there, whether in plans for a book of his 
own or out of childish delight in the use of razor blades, we shall never 
knoweee = Brooklyn public library's Annual report, 1945-46. 
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THE POST-WAR WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By 


Joseph G. Nissem 


Publication. of a completely rewritten, re-illustrated, and reset edition 
of the World Book encyclopedia, is news of interest to educators and librarians 
evorywherce It was ton years ago that the membors of the Editorial advisory 
board outlined a serics of oxhaustive surveys in order to determine what would 
constitute an "ideal" encyclopedias The surveys included an analysis of the 
contents of owmrnos of study, analysis of the social studios and of proper 
mothods of writing to meot these requirements. Studies were made of pupil and 
toacher uso of encyclopedias and studies of textbook contents and supplementary 
material requiromontse 


As the over-all planning was boing completed, entry of the United States 
into World war II forced a major editorial decision. The publishers decided 
to proceed with tho project in spite of the anticipated shortages in manpowcr, 
materials, and manufacturing facilities. And the swift progress of events during 
the next five years caused thousands of changes in the articles before going to 
presse Now subjects and new informtion wore added even though press dates on 
‘* > various volumes wore delayed. Today, the 1947 World book is the most up-to- 
ate encyclopedia in print. Not only does it cover in-text and illustrations such 
topics as atomic cnorgy, radar, and jot propulsion, but the reader finds thousands 
of examples of timely matorial, the result of completely rosetting the ency- 
clopediae 


Surveys conducted under the supervision of Dr. William S. Gray of the 
University of Chicago and Dr. Bernice E. Loary of the University of Wisconsin 
established standards for encyclopedic writing at various grade lovels. In-= 
structions for writcrs wore dovelopod, and staff mombers were trained to edit 
cach article for maximum roadability. 


Toachers using this new World Book cncyclopedia will have no difficulty 
in recognizing the difforences in writing standards in articles prepared for use 
at various grade levolse The difference in vocabulary limits, in sontenco 
structurc, and introduction of concepts is obvious betwoon, for example, an 
article for fourth grade pupils and one for seventh grade pupileé. Likewiso, 
in general articles containing information for uso by pupils of various ages, 
the policy of introducing first the material for lower grado pupils, followed 
by more advanced subject matter, is used. Ag a result, the “writing down" 
which children often resent is avoided. 


The most obvious improvement in this post-wer encyclopedia is, of course, 
the illustrating. Although previous editions have been illustrated extensively, 
more than 10,000 of the pictures are new in the 1947 World book. These includo 
thousands of photographs selected from more than ao million examined by the World 
book art editors. Virtually all the nationally known photographers aro repre- 
sentcd, and a new program of colored maps was developed under the supervision of 
Samucl Thorne, jre, formerly Curator of maps at Yale university. 


The type and page format was dosigned by WeA. Dwiggins, nationally known 
expert on typographye Use of many bold-facod centerhcads, sideheads, and sub= 
hoads in the body of longer articles makes it casy to find specific informatione 
Thousands of crosserceferences in proper alphabctical position within the main 
body of the encyclopedia, make a separate "Index in the back” unnecessarye 
Lists of related subjects following articles, as wcll as the topical outlines 
provided in tho Reading and study guide (the 19th volume), open up avenues for 
further study in any specialized field of interest for the individual reader. 


The publishers state that the proparation and editorial work in pro- 
ducing a complotely rewritten and reeillustrated encyclopedia, set in a new 
and more readable type face, required on investment of more than a million 
aria islf dollarse In view of the difficulties which publishers experienced 
during the war years, and which still continuc, publication of a completely 
now, post=war encyclopedia at this early date represents a substantial achieve 
mont. 
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BOOKMOBILING ON MAUI 


By 
Louise Kellenberger 


To the accompaniment of a large and interesting variety of squeaks, 
tho Travelling library of the Maui County Free Library visits seventeen schools 
every four weeks, two of them requiring two days to complete tho circulation. 
We travel through almost evory kind of climate and scenery, from the semi- 
tropical lush vegetation and steamy heat of Keanae to the arid, dusty ranch country 
of Ulupalakuae Sometimes our road leads over the pali above the cobalt blue 
ocean, with the islands of Molokai, Lanai, Kahoolawe and Molokini, the latter 
shaped like a lost denture, in view. And of course, there are the rainy areas 
of the island, like Haiku, where at least one shower drenches the librarian 
and her borrowers each month. 


Beside a wide varicty of books for the children of these schools, 
the bookmobile also carries a collection of professional aids for the 
teachers, including books, pamphlets, unit matcrial, magazines, mounted pictures, 
and occasionally extra book jackots to brighton classrooms, or to put in scrap- 
“,o0kse As often as possible, storics are told to the children. 


The children read many easy books, and it is one of the challenging 
tasks of the librarian to encourage the borrowing and reading of more 
attractive fiction and nonfiction, by means of brief book talks in the rooms, 
and enthusiastic thumb nail sketches out at the truck shelves. Fairy tales 
are tromendously popular, as are the carcer stories and sport storios. The 
interest in science is growing steadily. But nothing can quite match the 


popularity of Betsy and Billy and all thoir friends in the Haywood series. 


Besides bringing back gifts of flowers and vegetables, the bookmobile 
also returns with many roquests for specific titles the children want to read, 
and subject roquests of teachers who are working out unitse The gifts are 
appreciated; the requests are stimulating and welcome. 


During the summer, the Travelling Library has, in the past, visited 
school grounds, vacant lots, >-lygrounds, and even a cannery for circulation 
of both adult and juvenile bookse During the noon hour at Libby Haiku cannery, 
the workers borrowed a large variety of fiction and nonfiction books, including 
light love, westerns, best sellers and adventure. Usually the librarian told 
stories to the children on as many of these trips as possible. 


The Maui County Free Library is unique in having two trueks for 
Travelling Library usee In the past, the small one was used on Moloknie At 
present, it is taken to smaller schools on Maui, and the large truck travels on 
distant trips and where the circulation is large. 


The children's librarian always is one of the travellers, but various 
other members of the staff alternate, going along to slip the bookse The 
schedule is heavy,but it is always interesting and varied. As children's 
librarian for ovor two years hore, I have found the work most stirmmlating and 
challenginge 
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A CAPPELLA = BY THE EDITOR 
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Congratulations to the members of HLA who arrived at Cooke library 
and Montague hall for the Annual meeting instead of detouring to and remaining 
at the Punahou carnival. 


00000000000000000000 


At present the Hawaii Library Association has two regularly printed 
publications: the Current Hawaiiana, and the Journal. The first issue of coach 
came out in June 1944 and they have been put out quarterly since that time. 

The Journal is the official organ of the Association and is mailed to Association 
members, to Library schools, and to some University librariarioes, library 
supply and cquipment companics, and to other professional publications. 


The Current Hawoiiana “is offered to help librarians keep up with 
what is being published in Hawaiiana both in the Territory and elsewheree The 
list has beon compiled from many sources and contains only what has actually 
beon issuede Not all the items included are necessarily represontod in the 
Yorritory at the time" ,of issuancc,. It is mailed out to some 168 listings - 
111 in the Territory ond 57 elsewhcree The latter include Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada, and the Mainland. More numbers are sent to places on the east 
coast than to the western area of the Unitod States. 


Both publications vary in number of printed leaves per issue; both 
are mimeographed on legal size paper (because that is the size of the stoncils). 
The Journal is the work of the Association's Journal cditor and the Journal 
representatives from the various librarics on Oahu and the outer islands. The 
Current Hawaiiana is the work of the Hawaiiana section, with Miss Janet Bell 
as editor, and is printed through the cooperation of the University of Hawaii. 


For several years the Reference section of the Hawaii library associa- 
tion has been working on a Union list of serials of the holdings of the librarics 
in the city of Honolulue It has been housed at the University library and tho 
work has been under the general supervision of Miss Charlotta Hoskins, head 
of Reference and Circulation there. Of late, there have been numerous requests 
for copies of this list from Mainland libraries. Inasmuch as many of the libra- 
rians have completed the recordings of the serials in their librarics, it is 
hoped that in the very near future the Union list can be publishod in printed 
fornie 


coogogooooo00NC000000 


The next issue of the Journal will be under the editorship of Miss 
Edith Irwin of the catalog department of the Library of Hawaiie Your present 
oditor expects to leave for the Mainland the middle of July to be gone for about 
two monthse Be kind to your new editor and sond her “planty much stuff" for 
the September numbere 


eo0000000000000000000 


As California so often does, Hawaii is having unprecedented weather. 
The first two weeks in June = hot, humid - which gives one the feeling of spring 
fever decorated with summer's heat. From where I sit, dripping perspiration 
from the effort of typing your Journal, the only one who is enjoying the climate 
is Kinau, who is rolled up in a tight ball in the middle of the punco, bliss- 
fully dreaming of a feline heaven where salmon isn't seventy-five cents 2 cane 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


April 8, 1947 


A joint meeting of the retiring and new members of the Executive 
Committee was held at the Library of Hawaii, April 8, at 4:30 p.m. The fole- 
lowing members were present: Miss Griffey, President, Miss Shields, Mrs. 
Birnie, Miss Passo, Miss Murdoch, Miss Wright, Mrs. Faulkner, Mrs. Hill, Miss 
Carey, and Miss Hurd. 


The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. As there 
was no further old business, the retiring officers turned over their records and 
duties to the new officers. 


It was moved and seconded that starting next year the various sections 
choose their own chairman rather than have the president appoint them. As 
Miss Griffey had already appointed the chairmen this year, the motion had to 
wait till next year to be put into effect. The following chairmen have been 
appointed: Reference - Miss Passos Children's - Mrs Pfaender; Hawaiiana - 
Miss Murdoche 


It was announced that Miss Nell Unger and Miss Marion Horton wore to 
te in the Islands this year and it was felt that something should be done for 
Ul va but no plans were madee 


Suggestions were asked for better methods of keeping track of the 
moeny collected for dues and for the dinnerse It was decided that one way to 
_help in this matter would be to accept no cancellations for the dinner within 
two days of the dinnor meeting, and a notice to this effect would appear on the 
reservation cards in the future. A new type of membership card was also felt 
necossary.e Miss Hurd and Miss Murdoch were asked to work on onc. 


It was moved and seconded that Miss Griffey continue to edit the HLA 
Journal. 


The members were askod to be thinking of plans for the Fall mecting. It 
was decided that each library head be asked to introduce his or her new staff 
members at the business meetinge Thore being no further businoss, the moeting 
was adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) Frances Hurd. 


o9000000000000000000 


May 12, 1947 


A meeting of the Executive committee was held at the Library of Hawaii 
Monday, May 12 at 4:30 pem. Members present were: Miss Griffcy, President, 
Miss Bell, Mrs. Jackson, Miss Passo, Mrs. Pfacnder, Miss Boyd, Miss Shields, and 
Miss Hurde 


The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. There was a 
short discussion as to whether or not a tea should be given for Miss Horton, which 
was sottled when it was learned she would be in Honolulu only till May 25th. It 
was felt that thero was not time for the invitations to be sent out and the 
answers returned to make any planse It was decided that a tea should be given 
for Miss Nell Unger and Miss Anne Mulheron who would arrive in September and stay 
through October. It was moved that the socretary write both of them and ask them 
to be speakers at the Fall meeting of the HLA. It was decided that the Fall 
moeting again be but a one day meeting with the dinner at the AAUW clubhouse, 
if possible. The secretary was asked to write Miss Mabel Fraser, Librarian of 
the HSPA Library and ask her if the Fall meeting could be held there. 
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MINUTES + Cont, 


A motion to amond the constitution was made to the effect that 
"The dues shall be $2.00 a year payable at tho Annual meeting or $1.00 for the 
l:;% six months of the fiscal year payable at the Fall meotinge” Tho secrotary 
was asked to have a ccpy of his prop sed amendment sent to the HLA Journal for 
tho September issuoe 


Tho individual mombership cards were discussed, and Miss Hurd was 
as keg to work on them some morce 


Thore being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) Frances Hurd, secrotary. 
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PERSONALLY SPEAKING 


Grenville Hatch, librarian at Roosevelt school, is vacationing on the 
island of Hawaii this summer seee FRANCES HURD and her family left on the 
S.S. Raphael Sims May 27th for a three-months vacation on the mainland cece 
Dr. STROVEN, librarian of the University Library, is on sabbatical leave on 
the mainland, traveling east and visiting libraries across the country. He 
will return in January of noxt year. MISS EUPHIE SHIELDS is acting librarian 
in his absence eeseee MISS MARION HILL has resigned her position at the Maui 
county library and is returning to tho Mainlandeeee MISS FLORENCE HARSHE 
from Lima, Ohio, arrived early in May and is working in the Reference department 
of the Library of Hawoii eeee MISS MILDRED SAUNDERS comes from Dartmouth 
university library to be at the Pearl Harbor library eee. MISS IDA G. WILSON 
has returned to her position at the Library of Hawaii after a long siege of 
illness eeee MISS MARY MELTON has resigned her position in the catalog 
department of the University library to take the job of organizing and cataloging 
the library of the Volcano observatory at Hawaii national park eeee MISS RUTH 
WONG, a 1947 graduate of the Carnegie Library School is starting work at the Library 
of Uawaii on July fivete During the summer she will be part-time in tho Edna 
Allyn room and part-time in the Adult reference department. Beginning Septembor 
first she will be full time in tho Edna Allyn roomeeee MISS MARGARET LAWRENCE, 
of Whitman college, Walla, Walla, Washington, will arrive sometime in August 
to take a position in the catalog department of the University library eeee 
MISS HANNAH HUNT regigned her position as Young People's librarian and returned 
June 6th to the Mainland on the Matsonia. She will vacation with her family in 
Tllinois and Ohio before investigating jobs. Miss IRMGARD HORMANN will tako ovor 
Miss Hunt's position eeee UISS LOUISE KELLENBERGER of the Maui county library 
has rosigned her position and is planning to do pioneer library work in the 
state of Toxas «eee MRS. ISABEL WELSH, Librarian, Hawaii County Library, has 
bcen hospitalized due to a fractured hip eseee At the Maui county library, 
MRS. CAROLINE STENDER has joined the staff, replacing MISS VIRGINIA ROFFEY, who 
has gone to the coast to livee The entire Roffey family will leavo soon for 
Florida, to make their home in Fort Lauderdale. To replace MRS. LOUISE ROFFEY, 
MRS. MILDRED BALFOUR will return to the staff for a yoar. MRS. ALMA COKE will 
start work June first to help fill vacancies during the summers 





